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The farmer remains at the heart of the 
collection, processing and management of 
agricultural data. 

Digital farming represents an 
unprecedented opportunity to create 
value and business opportunities by 
applying data-driven solutions:

 

 

 

 

in.

Introduction
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Transparency and 
responsibility are key to gaining trust.  

The EU code of conduct on agricultural 
data sharing will look at general principles 
for sharing agricultural data from farm 
to farm products within the agro-food 
chain. It constitutes a joint effort from 
signatory organisations to shed greater 
light on contractual relations and provide 
guidance on the use of agricultural data. 

Protection Regulation.

Compliance with the code of 
conduct is voluntary. The signatories 
therefore encourage all parties involved in 
the agri-food chain to conform according 
to these jointly agreed principles. 
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 Software Application: 

 Pseudonymization

1

 Data
originator

• Personal data1

1 GDPR Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council from 27th April 2016

• Anonymised Data:

2

• Publicly available Data: 

3

• Raw Data

• Metadata:

• Primary Data:

• Aggregated Data:

2 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council from 27th April 2016
3 http // earchcio techtarget com/de nition/pu lic data

Definitions
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originator

• Agricultural data: Data related to 

 Big Data: 

(Source: Irish Farmers’ Association, February 2018)

 Data originator (sometimes referred as 
“owner”):

 Data provider

 Data sharing:

 Third party:
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 Data user:

originator. 

 Controller:

 Processor:

 Processing:

4.

 Data storage: 

 Data portal: 

4 According to GDPR

5.

 Data Platform:  

 Decision Support Information: 

5 http // log ldodd com/2015/10/13/ hat i a data portal/
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 Attribution of the underlying 
rights to derive data (Also 
referenced as data ownership) 

The right to 
determine who can access and use the 
data is attributed to this operator. 

For instance, the rights regarding data 
produced on the farm or during farming 
operations are granted to (“owned by”) 
the farmer and may be used extensively by 
them. 

The contract should acknowledge the 
right of all parties to protect sensitive 
information 

originator. 

This Code recognises the data originator’s 
right, whether they are a farmer or 
another party, to bene t from and or be 
compensated for the use of data created 
as part of their activity. 

 

 

 

EU Code of conduct on 
agricultural data sharing by 
contractual agreement
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originator

 

 Data access, control and 
portability

data originator has granted their explicit, 
express and informed permission via 
contractual arrangement. 

the data should 
be subject to pseudonymisation.6 

6  According to Art 4 of the Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (General Data 
Protection Regulation)

Data must be collected and used for the 
speci c purpose agreed in the contract. 

 

Unless otherwise agreed in the contract, 
the data originator has the right to 
transmit this data to another data user. If 

Furthermore, originators should be in 
no way restricted should they wish to use 
their data in other systems platforms
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data storage facilities 

This should be done without 
compromising restricted access to 
machine data or sensitive data

 Data  protection  and 
transparency 

Contracts must not be amended without 
the prior consent of the data originator. If 
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 Privacy and security 

If the data is being used to make decisions 
about the data originator “as a natural 
person” the GDPR applies. 

7

8. 

ing 

7 ee the GDPR for the de nition
8 Processing of personal data related to the originator or the origina
tor s personnel and colla orators is su ect to applica le data pri ac  
regulations (e.g. GDPR)

GDPR.

9. 

9 he GDPR re uires (a) data controllers to notif  competent 
authorities and  in some circumstances  also the data su ects and ( ) 
data processors to inform their respecti e controllers  to allo  timel  
e ecution of the noti cation process descri ed at point a
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 Liability  and  intellectual 
property  rights
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 Different types of data in 
the agro-food sector*

 Agricultural data

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

Annexes

“Protecting trade secrets, 
intellectual property 
rights and protecting 
against tampering are the 
main reasons as to why 
information is not shared 
and why even business 
partners in joint projects 
are not permitted to 
receive data.”

 on e hausti e list
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 CASE STUDIES 
 Case study 1: Precision feeding 
programme

 Case study 2: Pest alert system 
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 Case study 3: Illness forecasting 
system for dairy-cows

 Case study 4: producing potatoes 
using an agricultural contractor
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 Regulatory framework
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11. 

10 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/en/ / uri CE E
%3A32016R0679 
11 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E /

/ uri C %3A2017%3A495%3A  

Data Originator

Data Provider

Data User

Third Party

Data exchange
Task downstream
Contract (including bundling 
for chain consent)

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION CHAIN

PRIMARY ARABLE PRODUCTION

POTATO
PROCESSOR AGRONOMIST

LANDOWNER

CONTRACTOR

AUTHORITIES
FARM DATA
PROVIDER

(WATER-SOIL-
WEATHER)

SERVICE
PROVIDER

OTHER INPUT
PROVIDER

EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDER

SUPPLIERS, 
DEALERS...

OPERATOR

SOFTWARE 
PROVIDER

SOFTWARE 
PROVIDER

EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDER

SUPPLIERS, 
DEALERS...

APPLICATION 
BUILDER

APPLICATION 
BUILDER

FARMER
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12.

 
 

13.
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14. 

 

15.

 

16.

12 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E /A / uri cele
%3A32008R0593 
13 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E / / uri cele
%3A31996 0009 
14 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E / / uri CE E
%3A32016 0943 
15 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E / / uri CE E
%3A52017PC0010 
16 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E /A / uri CE E
32004 0048R(01) 

 

• 
17 and 

18.

• 

19.

17 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E /
/ id 1519727185694 uri CE E 01994R2100 20080131

18 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E /A / uri CE E
%3A31995R1768 
19 http //eur le .europa.eu/legal content/E / / uri uris
er %3A . .2016.171.01.0066.01.E G 

  Main legal principles in  order 

 to have a balanced contract - 

 Contract check list for agricultural data
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Main legal principles in order

to have a balanced contract -

Contract check list for agricultural data
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This document contains non-binding guidelines and is 
not to be used as a legal document. Legal documents 
all solel  unde  the u isdic on o  the  and na onal 

decision makers. That said, the document will make 
re erence to rele ant  legisla on, such as om e on 
Law, eneral ata rotec on egula on, , etc. or 
addi onal in orma on lease consult anne  iii . These 
recommenda ons shall not a l  to the er ormance o  
a task carried out in the ublic interest or to e ercising 
a re uest to su l  in orma on based on an obliga on 
s ulated b  law.

The signatories o  the code are in no wa  res onsible 
or liable or an  damages that ma  occur resul ng rom 
the use this code. lease be aware that the de ni ons 
contained in this document should a l  onl  to the  
code of conduct on agricultural data sharing. 

e ertheless, an  art  ma  reuse the de ni ons 
ro ided in the glossar  of this document, if the  nd 

them useful. 

A special thank you to the European Commission 
for their assistance provided.  This guide has been 
ins ired b  the onduct code T   rable arming 

rancheorganisa e akkerbouw . o right   
o a- ogeca, , er li ers uro e, TT , , 

, , , . ll rights reser ed without 
limi ng the rights under co right reser ed abo e, no 

art of this ublica on ma  be re roduced, stored in 
or introduced into a retrie al s stem, or transmi ed, 
in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, 

hotoco ying, recording or otherwise , without the rior 
wri en ermission of all the co yright owners.

COPA AND COGECA o a and ogeca are the united oice 
of farmers and agri-coo era es in the . Together, they 
ensure that  agriculture is sustainable, inno a e and 
com e e, guaranteeing food security to half a billion 

eo le throughout uro e. o a re resents o er  million 
farmers and their families whilst ogeca re resents the 
interests of ,  agricultural coo era es. They ha e  
member organisa ons from the  member states. 
www.co a-cogeca.eu

CEMA (www.cema-agri.org  is the associa on re resen ng 
the uro ean agricultural machinery industry. ith 

 na onal member associa ons, the  network 
re resents both large mul na onal com anies and 
numerous uro ean s ac e in this sector.

 re resents more than ,  manufacturers, 
roducing more than  di erent machine ty es and 

genera ng an aggregated annual turno er of more than 
  billion. ,  eo le are directly em loyed 

in the sector, with a further ,  eo le working in 
distribu on and maintenance.

CEETTAR
The uro ean rganisa on of gricultural, ural and 

orestry ontractors ( TT , created in , 
re resents ,  inde endent enter rises and ,  
em loyees, a liated to  na onal organisa ons in  

ember tates.
www.cee ar.eu

ESA - uro ean eed ssocia on is the oice of the 
uro ean seed industry, re resen ng the interests of those 

ac e in research, breeding, roduc on and marke ng of 
seeds of agricultural, hor cultural and ornamental lant 
s ecies. Today,  has more than  na onal member 
associa ons, from  embers tates and beyond, 
re resen ng se eral thousand seed businesses, as well as 
more than  direct com any members, including from seed 
related industries.

 re resents the ma ority of fer li er 
roducers in uro e and is recogni ed as the dedicated 

industry source of informa on on mineral fer li ers. 
The associa on communicates with a wide ariety of 
ins tu ons, legislators, stakeholders and members of the 

ublic who seek informa on on fer li er technology and 
to ics rela ng to today s agricultural, en ironmental and 
economic challenges. 

FEFAC, the uro ean om ound eed anufacturers  
edera on, re resents  na onal ssocia ons in   
ember tates as well as ssocia ons in wit erland, 

Turkey, erbia, ussia and orway with obser er associate 
member status. The uro ean com ound feed industry 
em loys o er ,  ersons on a . ,  roduc on 
sites o en in rural areas, which o er few em loyment 
o ortuni es.

ECPA re resents the cro  rotec on industry in uro e  
inno a e and science-based, our solu ons kee  cro s 
healthy and contribute to ro iding uro eans with a 
safe, a ordable, healthy, and sustainable food su ly. e 

romote modern farming rac ces and cham ion the use 
of cro  rotec on technology im ortant for the sustainable 
intensi ca on of agriculture. ur awareness raising and 
stewardshi  ac i es further the safe and sustainable 
use of es cides in uro e, encouraging management 

rac ces that safeguard har ests, human health, and the 
environment.

EFFAB The uro ean orum of arm nimal reeders is 
the associa on of the animal breeding and re roduc on 
organisa ons in uro e

CEJA
The uro ean ouncil of oung armers (  re resents 
the interests of young farmers to the  ins tu ons 
and other stakeholders. ow in its th year, s 
membershi  is com osed of  na onal organisa ons and 
around  million young farmers from across uro e. 


