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• Sustainable Farm Animal Breeding And Reproduction T echnology Platform
– Vision, SRA, Implementation

Us

• European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders
– “Industry” forum / representation
– Cattle, pigs, poultry, farmed fish

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

– Vision, SRA, Implementation
– 13 expert groups, 34 country reports
– 120 stakeholders

• Dutch Foundation of Rare Farm Animal Breeds
– Project Office “Conservation of Dutch living heritage”
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Economical crisis
European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

• Uncertainty about effects of crisis
• Many sectors are faced with effects directly
• Agriculture is different kind of business
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• Agriculture is different kind of business
• Governments increase their depths

>> Uncertainty about governmental support for 
AnGR management



Opportunities

How to reach economical sustainability of 
AnGR management?

Higher efficiency by cooperation

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

Higher efficiency by cooperation

Search for new financial resources
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European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

What is Animal Breeding ?

1) Definition of breeding goals

4) Evaluation of the 2) Recording and       
obtained response identification 
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obtained response identification 
of animal with 
desirable traits

3) Utilization of selected animals 
for reproduction



European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

Local vs Widely Used Breeds

• Local / traditional breeds
– Local culture
– Traditional knowledge
– High priced products by quality schemes 

• Widely used breeds
– Globally active
– Technical knowledge
– High efficiency
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Higher efficiency by cooperation
European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

• Wish of breeding companies to be active in AnGR 
support
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• Wish of traditional breeders to have access to 
knowledge and technologies of breeding companies



Cooperation
European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

Convention on Biological Diversity � national

More and more breeding companies � global

30 April 2009 AnGR European Focal Point Iceland 8

More and more breeding companies � global



Questions to Hendrix Genetics from many countries

• HG are active in >100 countries

Example
European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

E.g.: Cryoconservation, genetic diversity and other 

• HG are active in >100 countries
• Amount of separate questions is not manageable
• They perceive this as a loss of time and money
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Cooperation 
European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

Coordination of the requests would be very useful

• Some projects could be pooled
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• Some projects could be pooled
• More possibilities to make long term development 

planning
• Work done twice is being avoided



Cooperation

Here the European/global organisations can play a role

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

We would like to propose a 
Cooperative Inititative to Pool AnGR Management excercises:

European Focal Point - FAO – EFFAB – ICAR ?
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Cooperation

• Meeting FAO AnGR-EFFAB 3 June 2009 Rome
– Access and Benefit Sharing
– Possibilities for AnGR

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

• Invitation for a discussion with EFFAB and other 
parties on
– Feasible cooperation and pooling of efforts
– Practical usage of industry expertise
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Opportunities

How to reach economical sustainability of 
AnGR management?

Higher efficiency by cooperation

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

Higher efficiency by cooperation

Search for new financial resources
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Search financial resources

•Governments now support conservation of 
rare breeds
•Future financial support is uncertain

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders

Therefore in search for other financial 
resources
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Search financial resources

• Dutch Foundation for Rare Farm Animal Breeds 
(SZH)
– Support and development

• Project Office “Conservation of living heritage”
� 600.000 for 3 years:

– Management of projects � conservation of rare breeds

– Professionalisation � Foundation and herdbooks

– Communication � best practices

– Search financial resources � future of the Project Office
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Search financial resources

1) Start projects with potential funders �
try to set up a pool of funders

2) Building a track record

3) Search fundings other than current 
governmental funding
- Project plan
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Projects

• Improvement of identification / registration
• Promotion material: 

– Websites
– Books about breeds– Books about breeds

• Handling relationships / inbreeding
• Education material
• Marketing of products
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Thank you!


